I . IN1RODUCTION
Recently, laser-and radio-frequency-heated balloon angioplasty techniques have been proposed as a means to treat or minimize dissection and elastic recoil, but have been associated with a high rate of clinical restenosis(l). Similarly, pulsed laser angioplasty techniques proposed to minimize thermal injury while ablating obstructing atheroma have failed to reduce clinical restenosis (2) . Since "hot balloon" and pulsed laser angioplasty create both mechanical and thermal injury (3, 4) , it has been difficult to discern the cause of the smooth muscle cell (SMC) proliferation resulting in restenosis, and whether such proliferation is unpredictable or is dose-related. This study was undertaken to explore these issues.
II . METHOD
A Tm:YAG pulsed laser thermal injury accompanying efficient ablation Rabbit (7 Watanabe and 2 NZW) aorta were surgically exposed, and focal channels were ablated using a Thulium-Y AG laser at 2.011lm and 1 pulse/sec (Quantronix) 
Sta tis tical analysis
All data are reported as mean ± SD. Reproducibility 
